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generally taught by the priests. They came to represent
the interests of the mercantile and industrial classes, and
gave instruction in subjects of more practical value than
had any of the schools hitherto.
Such institutions sprang up everywhere during the
later Middle Ages. They were often strongly opposed by
the ecclesiastical authorities, who struggled hard to abolish
them or bring them under control, but they continued to
grow and hold their own. The number of lay teachers in
them gradually increased, and thus paved the way for the
tendency toward the secularization and civic control of
education that appeared later on. The new schools,
therefore, that arose in connection with the development
of commerce and industry and the growth of towns, were
one of the largest factors that led into the broadening of
outlook known as the Renaissance.
THE PASSING OF THE MIDDLE AGES
It can now be seen that a new spirit had been creeping
into European civilization, and that the Middle Ages were
passing. In order to bring the German barbarians up to
the cultural level of the classical period, it was necessary
for the Church to set up an authoritative standard and
repress all variation. Yet such bondage of the human
spirit was unnatural, and there were periodic tendencies to
rebel against the system. In fact, medievalism contained
within itself the germ of its own emancipation. During
the eighth century a new political order came about that
culminated in Charlemagne's revival of education, and,
despite the later disruption of his empire and the conse-
quent retrogression, by the thirteenth century a further
awakening had appeared in a series of material and intel-
lectual developments. The broadening of horizon through